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CONTEXT 

A chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) event, irrespective of 
origin, can cause significant loss of life, and affect public health and the 
environment. The origin of the risk can be intentional, accidental or natural. As 
such, the management of chemicals and waste is a core element of international 
CBRN safety and security agendas. Chemical production, use and disposal 
continue to increase worldwide. Chemical manufacturing and processing 
activities are steadily expanding and increasing. Accompanying this is a rising risk 
of human exposure to, and potential harm from, chemical exposures. 

Whilst essential to prominent trade sectors (from farming to factory-based 
manufacture) and everyday life (household products), chemicals and their waste 
can be high-risk products that have the potential to be harmful to public health 
and the environment, whether through accidental cause or criminal action. 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE  

To address any outstanding chemical safety and security issues in areas of 
legislation/regulation, prevention, detection, preparedness and response, as well 
as to enhance the sound management of chemicals and their wastes, taking 
emerging chemical issues into account. 
 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES  

1. Judicial reinforcement with respect to sound management of chemicals and 
their wastes; 

2. Enhanced capacity for prevention of chemical incidents including both safety 
and security aspects; 

3. Enhanced capacity for the region's mobile detection possibilities and 
chemical testing laboratories; 

4. Measures to enhance the region's preparedness and response capacity to 
chemical incidents; 

5. Measures to enhance the region's recovery capacity after a chemical 
incident. 

ACTIVITIES  

1. Sharing of best practices; 
2. Chemical risk assessments; 
3. Regional train the trainer system; 
4. National train the trainer courses; 
5. ISO/IEC 17025 training; 
6. Awareness raising sessions; 
7. Workshops and seminars. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS  

• National 3-day and 5-day SEACHEM courses in 6 countries; 
• National recovery and remediation course in 6 countries; 
• National train-the-trainer course in 6 countries; 
• National laboratory workshops: 

- Around 1100 delegates trained in 2019; 
- Around 450 delegates trained in 2020; 
- Around 100 legal surveys and other legal documents delivered by VERTIC. 

• National responding to chemical incidents workshop in 6 countries; 
• National sound management of chemicals seminar in 6 countries. 

AMOUNT 
€ 3 million 
 

IMPLEMENTING PARTNER 
Main implementer:  
Sustainable Criminal Justice Solutions 
Group (SCJS) 
In partnership with: 
(1) VERTIC, 
(2) UK Health Security Agency UKHSA, 
(3) RIVM, 
(4) ISEMI. 
 

DURATION 
64 months. From August 2017 until 
January 2023. 
 

COUNTRIES COVERED 
South East Asia: Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 
 

CONTACTS 
European Commission Service for 
Foreign Policy Instruments (FPI) 
FPI 1 – Global Threats 
FPI-1@ec.europa.eu  
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