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CBRN CoE 

Newsletter
In today’s fast paced inter con-

nected, computer based world, 
we sometimes forget the impor-
tance of face-to-face communica-
tion and co-operating with others. 
The CoE is truly an Initiative built on 
co-operation and communication. 

As part of the team working di-
rectly on the coordination of the CoE, 
I am privileged to have the opportu-
nity not just to e-mail or telephone 
a colleague from another part of the 
world, but to have the possibility to 
meet them face-to-face; to talk with 
them, share with them their concerns 
about a given project and discuss with 
them ideas and ways of making our 
world a safer place, as we together 
tackle the seemingly insurmount-
able problem of CBRN risk mitigation. 
Like many problems of this magni-
tude, they cannot be tackled alone 
and over the last 2 years there has 
been a steady growth in the number 
of CBRN experts, policy makers, law 
enforcers and more from many dif-
ferent fi elds joining the ever growing 
family of CoE membership, all with 

the same aim - to make a safer world. 
We now have over a thousand mem-
bers on our books, a quarter of them 
being part of national CBRN teams 
in various regions around the world. 

Whilst the signatures are being put 
to the contracts of a variety of projects 
(more about that in the next issue), 
there has been a steady fl ow of im-
portant meetings and events, not the 
least of which was the presentation of 
the CoE at the United Nations in New 
York. Here, for the fi rst time, we had 
the opportunity to address ambassa-
dors from all states of the world and 
to put forward our message. With the 
quiet effi ciency that we have come to 
expect from the CoE team, the Re-
gional Secretariat in the Middle East 
has obtained full operational status. It 
was with much pride and pleasure that 
at the beginning of September, repre-
sentatives from four countries from 
the Middle East region met in Amman 
in the Kingdom of Jordan to endorse 
and welcome Al-Sharif Nasser Bin 
Nasser as Head of the Secretariat, 
as he opened the offi ces of MESIS to 
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Информационный бюллетень 
“Центры Передового  Опыта” (ЦПО) 

теперь доступен на русском языке

become the hosting location for the 
Middle East Regional Secretariat. 

Further afi eld, missions have 
taken place to Uganda and Kenya, as 
we start to develop the newly created 
Eastern and Central African region. 

In the continuing spirit of com-
munication, we have translated the 
fi rst 3 editions of this newsletter 
into the Russian language and will 
continue to do so and look forward 
to making other languages avail-
able in the future. So read the arti-
cles, then check out the full news 
behind the stories on our website.

Michael Thornton

JRC CBRN CoE Project Coordinator
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by Bruno Dupré and Philippe Servais *

Moving from WMD 
Strategy to CBRN 
Policy 

Many scholars think that the Euro-

pean Security Strategy should be seri-

ously reconsidered. The same question 

comes to mind with the WMD Strategy:  

Is the 2003 WMD Strategy still adapt-

ed to the current risks and threats 

that may come from chemical, bio-

logical, radiological and nuclear ma-

terials and their know-how transfer?

The answer is straightforward: Yes, 

the Strategy is still adapted. Indeed, 

WMD is more than ever a political 

priority on many fronts, from Iran to 

Pakistan, from DPRK to Syria. Diplo-

macy and counter-proliferation ef-

forts are essential to avoid domino 

effects in many sensitive regions.

This then brings another question 

to mind: have we neglected impor-

tant parts of the Strategy like CBRN 

cooperation or regional outreach 

for instance? The answer is straight 

forward as well: Yes, we have. The 

WMD acronym has often been a po-

litical substitute for the absence of 

true CBRN policy. For one thing, pan-

demics (SARS), nuclear catastrophes 

(Fukushima) or chemical accidents 

REFLECTION

The EU CBRN Risk Mitigation 
Centres of Excellence  
The EU CBRN Risk Mitigation 
Centres of Excellence Initia-
tive brings a new approach and 
can be seen as a new organi-
sational principle in CBRN risk 
mitigation efforts. This article 
elaborates on this new concept 
offering the background of the 
Initiative and a reflection about 
its implementation

(BHOPAL) can be as devastating as 

WMD (and much more probable). Re-

cent events show that we are not well 

prepared for preventing, detecting or 

responding to these events. This is 

the case in poor regions where frag-

ile states dominate but it is also true 

inside the EU where CBRN national 

Action Plans progress with diffi cul-

ties. Concrete recommendations to 

increase EU CBRN vigilance (technol-

ogy, fi nancial, academics vigilance) 

fi nd political resistance. They are also 

supported by strong industrial lobby.

The concept of the Centre of Ex-

cellence proposed by the EEAS Secu-

rity Policy Division intends to be a fi rst 

concrete step towards a CBRN policy. 

It cannot be a substitute for policy 

but it contains all the ingredients for 

full-scale testing of new CBRN para-

digms. In short, the concept proposes 

a new methodology for CBRN assis-

tance and cooperation to third coun-

tries. It has already received a warm 

welcome from the international com-

munity but it is now facing concrete 

challenges of implementation. If suc-

cessful, it may help fragile states to 

face new CBRN risks and threats. It 

may also help EU Member States, 

a key component of the initiative, to 

speed up their own internal process 

towards the establishment of national 

CBRN policy. The Centre of Excel-

lence is perfectly mirroring the EEAS 

internal/external security challenge.

The Centres of Excellence are an 

attempt to break the vicious circle of 

“assistance as usual”. They may par-

ticipate to a full revision of the CBRN 

threat reduction programmes, outside 

as well as inside the EU. In actual fact, 

if successful, it may be the fi rst time 

that the EU develops a comprehen-

sive approach to threat and risks re-

duction beyond Russia. This could be 

the “EU’s version of the Nunn Lugar 

paradigm. This could be extended to 

other threats and risks like terrorism, 

organised crime or illicit traffi cking. 

CBRN is at a crossroad of many se-

curity and development challenges. 

Those Centres are not simply a 

network of local and international 

CBRN experts. They are supposed to 

bring a methodology that will sup-

port trust and ownership at regional 

level. EU Member States, the United 

Nations and civil society will play an 

essential role in ensured these dy-

namics. The real challenges, however, 

may come from within the EU itself.

Much more than a 
CBRN network

The true success of the Centre 

of Excellence will not rest on CBRN 

expertise and its extensive network 

of law enforcers, diplomats and mili-

tary offi cers. There are already many 

Support/ Training/ Academic CBRN 

Centres in the world, and none of 

them are really emerging from ano-

nymity. The capacity building initia-

tives are too often piling up, one on 

top of the other and duplicating ef-

forts. Sometimes they are even com-

peting against each other. We have 

to do better. We will not succeed if 

our EU Centres of Excellence are 

just an addition of expert networks 

with more or less well defi ned tech-

nical projects and sophisticated da-

tabases. To be honest, the “propos-

als” are nothing special. They should 

be described as “pilot actions” and 

they will need to be refi ned as we go 

further. We will not make a real dif-

ference in threat/risk reduction on 

the mere substance of our projects. 

Something has to come fi rst: Trust 

and Confi dence Building Measures.
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Gaining Trust at local 
level

We will make a difference to trust 

and governance. Here, almost every-

thing is new. Asking people from dif-

ferent communities, different cultures 

and different regions to work together 

is a new approach proposed in the se-

curity domain. Supporting people to 

defi ne their CBRN needs not only on 

a bilateral basis but also at regional 

level is risky. Recognising that a safer 

world and safer regions make the EU 

safer rather than weaker is often dif-

fi cult to accept. We hope to be able 

to create the conditions for such a 

change in sensitive regions. Recent 

events in the Middle East have shown 

that local ownership matters. It is not 

a recipe for success, but without lo-

cal ownership one is sure to fail. The 

creation of eight Secretariats in eight 

regions is the fi rst step towards this 

ownership. It is a fi rst step to build re-

gional Confi dence Building Measures. 

The Centres of Excellence are a long 

term iterative process enabling us to 

build a culture of safety and security.

Member States at the 
forefront of political 
success

How to bring trust and govern-

ance on safety and security issues? 

How to develop a culture of safety and 

security that is locally acceptable and 

sustainable? The key is to bring EU 

Member States (MS) to the forefront 

of the initiative. The EU Commission 

did this with the Expert Support Fa-

cility where MS helped the EU defi ne 

the regions, countries and Secre-

tariats. As from now, EU delegations 

and MS embassies should take a 

stronger part in the implementation 

of the initiative, recognising their 

own interest to develop EU norms 

and standards through the Centres 

of Excellence. The EU has to exert its 

strategic infl uence with its strategic 

partners abroad. This could include, 

but is not limited to nations or inter-

national organisations. Coordination, 

The CBRN CoE initiative is present in more than 40 countries across eight regions. Red dots represent locations of eight Regional Secretariats that will 
support  the implementation of the Initiative at the regional level
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cooperation and partnership will be 

developed (including through the 

possibility for those partners to be di-

rectly contracted) but that will rarely 

mean “mere piggy backing” on other 

G8 donors. This is a tough call for the 

EU which has become accustomed to 

direct funding of international organ-

isations (IAEA, WHO, OPCW, INTER-

POL) with poor visibility. In order for 

us to be credible in these situations, 

we need direct support from Member 

States. To obtain this, we will have to 

explain once again that the Centres of 

Excellence will not duplicate or com-

pete with their bilateral programmes 

but may even serve to promote them. 

Some countries have already re-

quested the use of such a channel.

Working with the UN 
as a true partner

The partnership with the UN is 

essential. The EU is a regional or-

ganisation that has little legitimacy 

to fi ght terrorism, proliferation, or-

ganised crime or illicit traffi cking 

worldwide without the support of the 

UN. The 1540 UNSC resolution brings 

the necessary support. If combined 

with the 1373 UNSC resolution, there 

should be no safe haven for non-

state actors willing to develop, pro-

duce and use WMD. The legitimacy 

brought by the UN goes beyond the 

1540 resolution though. It shows that 

Western interests can converge with 

universal interests, including those of 

non-aligned members (NAMs). It re-

calls that the EU is at the juncture of 

security and development. Improving 

preparedness and post-crisis man-

agement, supporting the fi ght against 

pandemics, waste management, in-

dustrial catastrophes, supporting 

new chemical and radiological treat-

ments are also part of the mandate 

of the Centres of Excellence and may 

modify the perception by non-aligned 

members about EU interests. The 14-

15 May 2012 and 23 June 2012 EU/

UN Conferences, which took place in 

Brussels and at the UN HQ in New 

York respectively, confi rmed that the 

UN has played a fundamental role in 

bringing credibility to the EU initiative. 

Working within the 
Secretariat: the role 
of civil society and 
governance

Establishing trust and confi dence 

in the regions, in particular in the 

Secretariats, will require more than 

CBRN expertise. It will require edu-

cation on governance. This means 

training on organisation, team 

building and communication skills, 

management and analytical skills. 

Training CBRN teams, national 

focal points, the UNICRI coordinator, 

chair and deputy chair of the Sec-

retariat will be required to work to-

gether. This will not happen if there 

is no sense of common ownership 

of the initiative. Team building, lead-

ership, group thinking, brainstorm-

ing, negotiation and mediation skills 

will be developed. The cultural di-

mension of local methods of man-

agement will be taken into account.  

Coordination and communica-

tion training will also be provided. 

Much of the Centres of Excellence’s 

success will rely on the coordination 

among the three layers of the initia-

tive: the national team, regional Sec-

retariat and international donors. 

Processes and procedures of coordi-

nation will need to be standardised.

Discussion at the Mentoring Service on CBRN Governance in Podgorica, Montenegro in Septem-
ber 2011 bringing together experts from the South East Europe, Southern Caucasus, Moldova and 
Ukraine region. Workshops on CBRN governance have been organised in 2011-2012 in different 
partner countries including Jordan, Lebanon, Moldova, Morocco, the Philippines
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Internal and external communi-

cation skills will also be essential for 

developing a true network. Talking to 

experts, diplomats and local parlia-

ments, reaching civil society in all 

their component communities (wom-

en, minorities, activists on CBRN is-

sues), and addressing the media 

will ensure the real local owner-

ship of the Centres of Excellence.

Secretariats of the Centres of Ex-

cellence will be small structures 

composed of ten people. They will 

be subject to pressure by national 

CBRN teams wanting to put for-

ward national agendas. Impartial-

ity skills and corruption awareness 

training (fi nancial and technology 

vigilance) will be offered to progres-

sively uncouple the regional team 

experts from their national origin. 

It will also be important to rely 

on non-offi cial analysis (not from 

countries or partners or interna-

tional organisations) in order for the 

Secretariat to develop their own as-

sessment of the risks and threats 

at regional level. Developing a net-

work of international and regional 

think tanks and NGOs will help build 

the credibility of the Secretariat.

A “governance team” should 

be available as soon as possible 

so that it can be dispatched locally 

for the training of regional Secre-

tariats and national CBRN teams.     

The real challenges 
may come from inside

Even if EU Member States, the 

United Nations and civil society con-

verge with the aim of building meas-

ures at local level, the main issue will 

remain an internal one: the EU will not 

be able to support a CBRN policy out-

side if the EU does not have one inside.

The conference “What concrete role for the EU stakeholders and the EU partners” held in Brussels 
on 14-15 May 2012 brought together 150 participants including representatives from the EU Member 
States, the U.S., Japan, regional and international organisations and non-state actors  working in 
fields related to CBRN risk mitigation

We have several EEAS and Com-

mission departments involved in 

CBRN issues. Each of them ad-

dresses the issue under a different 

angle: security, development, energy, 

health, environment, civil protection, 

crisis prevention and crisis response. 

Each of them has its own process 

and procedures. Each of them has 

its own early warning system. Each 

of them provides its own assistance 

programme with little or no knowl-

edge of what others do. Common 

guidance on the prevention, detection 

and response should be elaborated. 

Therefore a CBRN Policy Communi-

cation should be elaborated to pre-

pare further coordination and com-

munication internally and externally. 

This should be the work of the EEAS 

so that it brings more coherence and 

complementarity among external 

actions, particularly with regard to 

security issues. The Instrument for 

Stability, as a result of its transversal 

approach, its regional outreach, its 

hybrid nature between development 

and security, may be the right instru-

ment to bridge the gap. The Secu-

rity Policy Division, relying on its pilot 

initiative of Centres of Excellence, 

should be preparing and coordinat-

ing a Communication on CBRN Policy.     

More information on the regional 

background and regional secretariats 

can be found on the website http://

www.cbrn-coe.eu/Home.aspx

 

(*) About the authors 

 

Mr Bruno Dupré is Policy Coordinator 
for CBRN at the European External 
Action Service (EEAS). Mr Philippe 
Servais is Head of Sector within the 
Instrument for Stability, Nuclear 
Safety Unit at the European Com-
mission in the Directorate General 
for Development and Cooperation - 
EuropeAid (DEVCO).   
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The EU CBRN Centres of Excel-

lence Initiative addresses regional 

CBRN risk mitigation needs, in the 

context of stable conditions for co-

operation. The Initiative will focus on 

capacity building measures that have 

the potential to enhance and reinforce 

the capabilities of countries to prevent 

crises and address long-term securi-

ty threats.

The needs identifi ed by Partner 

Countries (currently more than 40 

countries across the globe are actively 

involved in the Initiative) are, amongst 

other methods, addressed through 

specifi cally tailored projects. 

The 12 new projects, with national 

and regional level scope (plus one 

project with an international scope 

relevant to all Partner Countries) 

cover aspects of CBRN risk mitiga-

tion such as border control, border 

monitoring, bio-safety, bio-security, 

illicit traffi cking, fi rst response, pro-

tection of the public and infrastruc-

ture, legal frameworks and dual-use 

concerns. 

The tender procedure to select 

contractors that will implement the 

projects is currently on-going. The 

projects’ activities will commence in 

early 2013 after contracting is fi nalised 

by the end of the year. 

New CBRN CoE projects 
approved for funding 
A further 12 projects have been 
approved for funding, following 
the third round of project selec-
tion and prioritisation. These 
projects will be entirely financed 
from the EU budget (EU Instru-
ment for Stability). In total, 
nearly 25 million EUR have been 
committed by the European 
Union for the implementation of 
33 projects within the framework 
of the CBRN CoE Initiative

EU CBRN RISK MITIGATION COE PROJECTS 

The following projects, approved by the European Com-
mission in May 2012, are now being put out to tender. 
Following this, the contracts to implement these pro-
jects will be signed by the end of the year. It is envis-
aged that the projects’ activities will start in early 2013.

Project 20: Identifi cation and strengthening forensic capacities in the area 

of prevention of organised crime and illicit traffi cking of chemical agents, 

including training and equipment for front line agencies (geographical 

scope: Albania, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Georgia, 

Moldova, the Philippines, Tunisia)

Project 21: Building regional border control capacity to identify and detect 

CRN materials (geographical scope: African Atlantic Façade, South East Asia)

Project 22: Provision of specialised technical training to enhance the fi rst 

responders’ capabilities in case of CBRN incidents (geographical scope: 

African Atlantic Façade, South East Asia)

Project 23: Building capacity to identify and respond to threats from 

Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear substances (geographical 

scope: Albania, Cambodia, Iraq, Moldova, Senegal, Tunisia)

Project 24: Development of a methodology for RN materials detection, 

management and protection of the public (geographical scope: Mauritania, 

Morocco, Senegal)

Project 25: Knowledge development and transfer of best practice on bio-

safety/bio-security/bio-risk management (geographical scope: Middle East)

Project 26: Prerequisite to strengthening CBRN national legal frameworks

(geographical scope: Lebanon, Tunisia)

Project 27: Bio-risk management (geographical scope: Lao PDR, Malay-

sia, the Philippines, Thailand)

Project 28: Supporting development of an integrated national security system 

for nuclear and radioactive materials (geographical scope: South East Asia)

Project 29: Regional Human Resource Development for Nuclear Safety, 

Security, and Safeguards Management through a University Master’s Pro-

gramme carried out in Thailand (geographical scope: South East Asia)

Project 30: Network of Excellence for Nuclear Forensics in South East Asia 

Region (geographical scope: South East Asia)

Project 31: Network of universities and institutes for raising awareness on 

dual-use concerns of chemical materials (geographical scope: international)
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CBRN CoE Conference at the 
United Nations in New York 

CBRN COE EVENTS 

Session chaired by Dr Jonathan Lucas, the UNICRI Director (third from left) during which 
speakers presented the approach to inter-agency coordination adopted in their countries

In June 2012, the international 
community gathered at the 
United Nations Headquarters in 
New York to be informed about 
the CBRN Centres of Excellence 
and to explore ways to cooperate 
and be involved in the Initiative. 
The conference offered a great 
opportunity to present the CBRN 
CoE to a world-wide internation-
al audience

The conference on 22 June 2012 

was another event, after the fi rst con-

ference in Brussels in May, that offered 

a possibility of presenting the concept, 

achievements and future challenges 

of the CBRN CoE Initiative. The event 

was aimed at demonstrating how 

stakeholders could be involved in the 

CBRN CoE and how the Initiative could 

contribute to and complement the 

existing programmes and networks. 

This would be important in achieving 

future synergies and to avoid duplica-

tion of efforts and resource commit-

ment. The wide audience at the con-

ference included UN Member States, 

several international organisations 

(e.g. CTITF, the UNSCR 1540 Commit-

tee, IAEA, UNICRI, UNODA, UNODC, 

OPCW, WHO, Interpol), the European 

Union (EU) and non-state actors. 

The EU, as recalled by Mr Vrailas 

(Deputy Head of the Delegation of the 

EU to the UN) in his conference state-

ment, acknowledged that the threats 

posed by the CBRN materials were 

global, and that the response could 

only be collective and comprehensive. 

This was the clear message of the G8 

Global Partnership adopted by Heads 

of State ten years ago, and by the 

United Nations in the United Nations 

Security Council Resolution 1540. 

To answer to these challenges, a 

new concept of CBRN Centres of Ex-

cellence has been developed by the EU 

and is being implemented in coopera-

tion with the UN. Since then, the Initia-

tive has already received a signifi cant 

endorsement from the international 

community, including from more than 

40 non-EU Partner Countries, that 

have joined the CBRN CoE, as well 

as from the United Nations Securi-

ty Council and from the Chair of the 

Global Partnership Against the Spread 

of Weapons of Mass Destruction. 

The conference in New York was 

yet another step forward in bringing 

together the international community 

to share experience and best prac-

tice,  and to discuss how to concen-

trate future effort in mitigating CBRN 

risks. This goal was refl ected in the 

conference programme by focusing 

on cooperation and CBRN risk mitiga-

tion from different perspectives. Dur-

ing the session on inter-agency coop-

eration, several countries (Cambodia, 

Serbia, the USA and the Netherlands) 

presented their national approach to 

inter-agency cooperation and com-

munication. Representatives from 

international organisations and non- 

state actors, during another session 

entitled “Initiative rooted in existing 

threat reduction networks”, presented 

concrete examples of best practice in  

CBRN risk mitigation based on their 

work and vast experience in this area. 

Representatives from the Partner 

Countries that will host the Initiative’s 

Regional Secretariats (Algeria, Geor-

gia, Jordan, Kenya, Morocco, the Phil-

ippines and Uzbekistan) shared their 

views from the country and regional 

point of view, giving updates on their 

progress in building their national 

CBRN teams. 

Representatives from the UN and 

the EU presented the CBRN CoE Ini-

tiative focusing on the innovative ap-

proach it strives to implement by en-

gaging available resources at all three 

levels, national, regional and interna-

tional, in order to achieve the common 

objective of a coherent CBRN policy, at 

both national and regional levels. 
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Meetings with Partner Countries
COOPERATION AND NETWORKING

In the last three months impor-
tant bilateral and round table 
meetings took place bringing 
together representatives from 
numerous Partner Countries 

Bilateral meetings
Kenya

On 12-13 July several meetings 

took place with Kenyan government 

offi cials, the National Focal Point 

(NFP) for the CBRN CoE Initiative in 

Kenya and key representatives from 

the agencies and institutions involved 

in CBRN risk mitigation. These meet-

ings were organised as a step towards 

establishing a Regional Secretariat in 

Nairobi for the Eastern and Central 

Africa region. The meetings were also 

an opportunity to update the stake-

holders on the current developments, 

explain the CoE methodology and 

structure, and clarify processes such 

as the CBRN risk mitigation needs as-

sessment, the development of project 

proposals, and the role and respon-

sibilities of the Regional Secretariat, 

the NFP and the national CBRN team. 

The participants agreed on a number 

of concrete actions to be undertaken 

in the coming months, to ensure a 

successful launch of the Regional 

Secretariat in Nairobi. It was also 

agreed that an additional workshop 

on the CBRN CoE methodology and 

the development of project proposals, 

would be organised in the near future 

for the national CBRN team of Kenya.

Uganda
A number of bilateral meetings 

with the Permanent Secretary of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the NFPs 

and the representatives from CBRN 

related agencies and institutions was 

held on 11-12 September in Kampa-

la. It was the fi rst mission to Uganda 

to meet with the national stakehold-

ers, following its offi cial expression of 

interest to be part of the CBRN CoE.

The meeting with the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs was organised to pre-

sent the latest developments in the 

CBRN CoE. The importance of the 

Ministry’s support in establishing the 

national CBRN team was emphasised.

A half day meeting was attended by 

over forty representatives from CBRN 

related agencies and institutions op-

erating in Uganda. This focused on 

presenting a general overview of the 

CBRN CoE, the Regional Secretariat, 

as well as the roles and responsibili-

ties of the NPF and the national CBRN 

team. A signifi cant part of the meeting 

was also dedicated to an overview of the 

current CBRN activities and initiatives 

in Uganda. The participants agreed 

that the establishment of the national 

CBRN team is of utmost importance 

for the participation in the CBRN 

CoE Initiative and actions to achieve 

this goal had been set in motion.

The Philippines 
From 7 to 12 September several 

bilateral meetings took place with 

representatives from the govern-

ment of the Philippines and national 

institutions involved in CBRN risk 

mitigation. These meetings were or-

ganised to discuss the necessary 

arrangements prior to the launch 

of the Regional Secretariat for the 

South East Asia region in Manila.  

Meeting with NFPs 

A meeting which brought together 

NFPs from the Partner Countries that 

have already joined the CBRN CoE 

took place in New York in the after-

noon of 21 June 2012. It preceded the 

conference on the EU CBRN Risk Miti-

gation Centres of Excellence Initiative 

at the United Nations Headquarters in 

Participants at the CBRN CoE bilateral meeting in Kenya, Nairobi, 13 July 2012



Volume 4 - October 2012

9

New York. This technical meeting was 

dedicated to the CBRN CoE method-

ology for CBRN needs assessment; 

project proposal drafting and project 

implementation. Additionally, respon-

sibilities and benefi ts of the national 

CBRN team and the importance of 

the CBRN governance were empha-

sised. Many of the CBRN CoE Partner 

Countries were present at this meeting.

 

Round table meetings 

Round table meetings are organ-

ised roughly twice a year in every CoE 

region, to bring together all NFPs from 

a region, promoting regional coopera-

tion and to support decisions at the 

regional level. Regional Secretariats, 

once fully operational, will be in charge 

of organising such regular meetings. 

Between June and September 

three round table meetings took place. 

In June, the NFPs from the South East 

Asia region met in New York for the 

fourth round table meeting. In Sep-

tember, the NFPs from the Middle 

East region and from the North Africa 

region met for the fi rst time at the 

round table meetings held in Amman 

and in Algiers respectively. Details 

of the meetings can be found below.

South East Asia 

The NFPs from the South East 

Asia region met on 21 June 2012, in 

advance of the CBRN CoE conference 

at the United Nations Headquarters 

the next day. The round table meeting 

was attended by representatives from 

eight CBRN CoE Partner Countries 

in the region, Brunei Darussalam, 

Cambodia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 

Vietnam. The items on the agenda 

included an update by the Partner 

Countries on their CBRN risk mitiga-

tion activities and the structure and 

functioning of the Regional Secretar-

iat. A number of presentations on the 

aforementioned topics were followed 

by an open discussion about the up-

coming activities in the region, includ-

ing the implementation of projects and 

putting into operation the Regional 

Secretariat in the Philippines, Manila. 

North Africa 
The fi rst round table meeting of 

the CBRN CoE for North Africa region 

took place in Algiers on 12-13 Sep-

tember. The meeting was attended by 

representatives from 11 countries and Participants at the Round Table meeting for South East Asia region, New York, the USA, 21 June 2012

Participants at the technical meeting of the National Focal Points, New York, the USA, 21 
June 2012
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5 international organisations, includ-

ing the current members of the CBRN 

CoE North Africa region: Algeria, Lib-

ya, Morocco, Tunisia and as observers:  

Burkina Faso, Chad, Egypt, Mali, Mau-

ritania, Niger and Sudan. In line with 

the commitments made by the Algeri-

an government as host of the Region-

al Secretariat, the proceedings were 

opened by Mr Nor-Eddine Aouam, 

the Secretary General of the Algerian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Mr Ab-

delkader Ouali, the Secretary General 

of the Ministry of the Interior. This was 

followed by opening remarks from Mr 

Alexis Kanstanteopoulos, the Chargé 

d’Affaires of the Delegation of the EU 

to Algeria and Mr Mamadou Mbaye, 

the UN Resident Coordinator in Al-

geria. The meeting, hosted by the Al-

gerian government, took place at the 

El Mithak State Residence. It covered 

the general principles of the CBRN 

CoE Initiative and allowed members 

to update each other on the current 

state of affairs by providing a platform 

for networking with counterparts in 

the region. The two-day programme 

included presentations by local, re-

gional and international experts, to 

bio-security in South East Asia, from 

the leader of the project in charge of 

implementation, and the EU coop-

eration programme in export control 

from the Federal Offi ce of Econom-

ics and Export Control-BAFA. Addi-

tionally, bilateral consultations were 

held with each participating country. 

Middle East 
NFPs from Iraq, Jordan and Leba-

non, the CBRN CoE Partner Coun-

tries in the Middle East region, met 

for the fi rst time in the framework of 

the Initiative at the round table meet-

ing held in Amman on 5 September 

2012 within the Middle East Scientifi c 

Institute for Security (MESIS). A rep-

resentative from the Egyptian Council 

of Foreign Affairs accepted an invita-

tion to take part in the meeting. Other 

participants included representatives 

from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Kingdom of Jordan, Delegation 

of the EU to the Kingdom of Jordan, 

the European Commission, UNICRI, 

the Federal Offi ce of Economics and 

Export Control (BAFA), the University 

L.Sacco from Milan and the Institute Participants at the Round Table Meeting for Middle East region, Amman, Jordan, 5 September 2012

facilitate discussion and to build the 

bridge between the principles of the 

CBRN CoE Initiative and reality on the 

ground. These presentations and dis-

cussions covered bio-safety and bio-

security from the BWC-ISU, improv-

ing capacities for CBRN threat alert 

response, Algeria, nuclear security 

challenges and experiences, Algeria, 

crisis management response, Mo-

rocco, lessons learnt from the CBRN 

CoE pilot project on bio-safety and 

Participants at the Round Table Meeting for North Africa region, Algeria, Algiers, 12-13 September 2012
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for Research and Education on Ne-

gotiation. This technical event aimed 

at strengthening the cooperation 

amongst Middle Eastern countries, 

the EU, UNICRI and international and 

non-governmental organisations. 

The topics addressed included the 

current state of play of the CBRN CoE 

Initiative in the region and its possible 

role in supporting bilateral and multi-

lateral cooperation, the CoE method-

ology and the opportunities for each 

stakeholder to be further involved. In 

order to address concrete challenges, 

consecutive expert panels were or-

ganised. At the end of the meeting, 

participants had a better understand-

ing of the Initiative, and a clearer view 

how to stay informed on a regular ba-

sis and how to coordinate and coop-

erate with the CBRN CoE. The event 

aimed at preparing, at a technical lev-

el, the successful implementation of 

the activities and projects to reinforce 

Partner Countries’ CBRN policies. 

The meeting was also an important 

opportunity to discuss potential pro-

ject proposals of a regional concern.

From left:  Adil Radoini, the CBRN CoE Regional Coordinator for the Middle East , Al-Sharif Nasser 
Bin Nasser, the Head of the Regional Secretariat in Middle East and Michael Thornton, the 
JRC CBRN CoE Project Coordinator, Amman, 5 September 2012 

Regional Secretariat 
in Middle East 

It is with great pleasure that the 

CBRN CoE network can announce the 

establishment of the Regional Secre-

tariat in Middle East, headed by Al-

Sharif Nasser Bin Nasser, in Septem-

ber this year.

The round table meeting in Amman 

inaugurated operations of the CBRN 

CoE Regional Secretariat in the Middle 

East region. Regional Secretariats are 

a key part of the CBRN CoE network. 

They ensure a high level of coopera-

tion and coordination with countries in 

the region and will play a major role 

in facilitating the implementation of 

projects. At the same time, they will 

contribute to the local ownership and 

greater sustainability of the CBRN 

CoE.

With the endorsement of the gov-

ernment of Jordan and the CoE Part-

ner Countries in the region, the sec-

retariat is located in the Kingdom of 

Jordan within the Middle East Scientif-

ic Institute for Security (MESIS) based 

in Amman. The Institute, associated 

with the Royal Scientifi c Society, is an 

independent Jordanian non-govern-

mental organisation. Its core focus 

is capacity building through training, 

cross-harmonisation and the integra-

tion of technology and best practices to 

identify risks, tackle pressing regional 

concerns and enhance the abilities of 

scientifi c communities, governmental 

and non-governmental institutions in 

the fi elds such as border control, en-

vironmental and energy security. At 

the opening of the round table meet-

ing, Ms Saja Majali from the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of 

Jordan welcomed the presence of the 

CBRN CoE Initiative in the region and 

stressed the full commitment of Jor-

dan in hosting the Secretariat. Al-Sha-

rif Nasser Bin Nasser, the Managing 

Director of the Institute, designated 

as the Head of the Regional Secre-

tariat, defi ned its role in the CBRN 

CoE Initiative as a bridge between 

national, regional and international 

stakeholders, to foster cooperation 

and communication, and the transfer 

of knowledge amongst the expert and 

scientifi c community within countries, 

the region and internationally.  

 The CBRN CoE Regional Secre-
tariat in the Middle East located 
in Jordan is one of eight Region-
al Secretariats that are being 
established with the overall 
mandate of coordination and 
support at regional level

REGIONAL COORDINATION
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Multilateral meetings 

Programs Beyond 2012” held on 

13-14 September 2012 in Italy was 

organised by Landau Network Cen-

tro Volta (LNCV) in the framework 

of an informal, international forum 

and coordination structure on nu-

clear proliferation expertise called 

International Working Group (IWG). 

ARF workshop 
The ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 

workshop on preparedness and re-

sponse to a biological event on 5-7 

September 2012 in Manila focused 

on enhancing dynamic public health 

strategies to strengthen health sys-

tems and infrastructure related to 

the preparedness and response to a 

biological event. It took an in-depth 

technical approach to: (1) laboratory 

bio-safety and bio-security as a pre-

paredness measure; (2) the need for 

local and national communication and 

coordination; (3) the role of the inter-

national community in preparedness 

and response to a biological event; 

and (4) other priorities identifi ed 

through the annual ARF workshops. 

WHO conference 
“Consultation to share experiences 

in risk communication and develop 

multisectoral information sharing 

approaches and platforms to man-

age global public health” took place 

on 7-8 June 2012 in Bali, Indonesia.

The CBRN CoE contributed to this 

meeting with information about the 

methods it employs to help estab-

lish coordination and effective com-

munications within national CBRN 

teams. The event served to high-

light the advantages and disadvan-

tages in the different approaches 

employed by other organisations.

COOPERATION AND NETWORKING

opments of relevance to the BWC” 

contained illustrative examples of 

best practices and the standards 

adopted in some EU Member States.

More information including 
the documents can be found at   
http://www.unog.ch/

Global Partnership
During the BWC Meeting of Ex-

perts, on 18 July the CBRN CoE team 

members participated in the side 

meeting organised by the Biological 

Security Sub-Working Group (BSWG) 

established by the Global Partner-

ship against the Spread of Weapons 

and Materials of Mass Destruction. 

The meeting concerned the Global 

Partnership’s (GP) bio-security activi-

ties and how they relate to the BWC. 

The BSWG promotes efforts to re-

duce risks associated with biological 

threats, regardless of cause, through 

collaboration with other member na-

tions, international organisations, and 

health and science sector counter-

parts. This is an excellent opportunity 

for CBRN CoE cooperation and col-

laboration. The meeting of the BSWG 

in July was followed by a meeting of 

the GP on 28-29 August 2012 in Stock-

holm, Sweden. At this meeting, the 

CBRN CoE Initiative was presented 

with particular emphasis on the pro-

jects approved under the CBRN CoE, 

offering a background for a discussion 

on potential areas of collaboration and 

synergies with the GP funded projects.

More information can be found at 
http://www.state.gov/t/isn/gp2012/

 LNCV-IWG workshop
Workshop on “Science Collabo-

ration and Security: New CBRN 

Challenges and Threats Reduction 

BWC Meeting of Experts
The Biological Weapons and Tox-

ins Convention (BWC) Meeting of Ex-

perts was held on 16-20 July 2012 

in Geneva. It addressed cooperation 

and assistance, with a particular fo-

cus on strengthening this under Ar-

ticle X of the Convention. Article X 

urges greater cooperation and as-

sistance between parties in critical 

areas such as bio-safety, bio-secu-

rity, laboratory enhancements and 

awareness raising. The meeting re-

viewed recent developments in the 

fi eld of science and technology re-

lated to the Convention and strength-

ening national implementation. 

The EU submitted two working pa-

pers: the 1st one on “Assistance and 

Cooperation (Art. X)” was an over-

view of the implementation of Article 

X of the Convention by the EU and its 

Member States. It detailed the con-

tributions allocated by the EU, and of 

the EU’s engagement in the fi eld of 

bio-safety and bio-security through 

its support to World Health Organi-

sation (WHO) activities and through 

the CBRN CoE Initiative and its pro-

jects (currently eight projects in this 

area). The 2nd paper entitled “Meas-

ures for mitigation of risks due to 

new science and technology devel-

The CBRN CoE team members 
are actively engaged in coor-
dinating activities with vari-
ous international and regional 
organisations and intergov-
ernmental groups, including 
through participation in interna-
tional meetings and workshops 
in order to achieve synergy and 
reduce duplication of efforts

http://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/%28httpPages%29/26E4793F76DAF81EC1257A87002C4700?OpenDocument
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Policy updates  
Council six-monthly progress report on the implemen-
tation of the EU Strategy against the Proliferation of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction
(2012/I) (OJ C 237/1, 7.8.2012)

http://eur-lex.europa.eu

The six-monthly progress report covers activities carried out in 

the fi rst half of 2012 in the context of the implementation of the 

WMD Strategy adopted by the European Council in December 

2003. It reports on activities related to CBRN threat mitigation 

including the EU CBRN Risk Mitigation Centres of Excellence 

(CBRN CoE). 

2011 Annual Report on the Instrument for Stability.
Report from the Commission to the European Parlia-
ment, the Council, the European Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the Regions
(COM(2012) 405 fi nal, 24.7.2012)

http://eur-lex.europa.eu

The fi fth Annual Report submitted by the European Commis-
sion in line with the Regulation establishing the Instrument for 
Stability.

European Union Continues Support for the OPCW
OPCW, 16.07.2012

http://www.opcw.org

The European Union is contributing more than €2 million to 
fund OPCW disarmament and assistance activities for the period 
from June 2012 to June 2014. It is the fi fth consecutive time 
since 2004 that the EU Council has adopted a decision in sup-
port of the OPCW. 

The text of the decision is available here.

Council Decision 2012/421/CFSP of 23.07.2012 in sup-
port of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention 
(BTWC), in the framework of the implementation of the 
EU Strategy against Proliferation of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction 
(OJ L 196/61, 24.7.2012)

http://eur-lex.europa.eu

The Council adopted a decision in support of the Biological and 
Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC).

Publications 
Peaceful uses of nuclear technology. European Union 
International Cooperation
(General Secretariat of the Council, April 2012)

http://www.consilium.europa.eu

The brochure published by the General Secretariat of the Coun-
cil gives a brief overview of the European Union and its Member 
States’ assistance to work towards the safe and secure use of 
nuclear energy across the globe. 

The European Union, the IAEA and WMD Non-Prolifera-
tion: Unity of Approach and Continuity of Action 
(Non-Proliferation Paper No.9, the EU Non-Proliferation Consortium, 

February 2012)

http://www.nonproliferation.eu

In this Paper Lars-Erik Lundin focuses on how the European 

Union can best support the work of the IAEA and boost its 

effectiveness in the fi ght against the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons. 

Statements and news items
“EU to hold meeting on reduction of chemical hazards in 
Amman” 

(Jordan Press Agency Petra, 5 September 2012)

http://www.petra.gov.jo

Representatives from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon met for 

the fi rst time at the round table meeting held in Amman on 5 

September 2012. The meeting inaugurated operations of the 

CBRN CoE Regional Secretariat for the Middle East Region lo-

cated in the Kingdom of Jordan within the Middle East Scientifi c 

Institute for Security (MESIS) based in Amman. 

Statement on behalf of the European Union by Ioannis 
Vrailas, Deputy Head of the Delegation of the 
European Union to the United Nations, at the United 
Nations Conference on CBRN Risks Mitigation
22 June 2012, New York  

http://www.eu-un.europa.eu

The statement given by the Deputy Head of the Delegation of 

the EU to the UN at the conference on the EU CBRN CoE Risk 

Mitigation Centres of Excellence Initiative held on 22 June 2012 

at the UN Headquarters in New York.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Result.do?aaaa=2012&mm=&jj=&type=c&nnn=237&pppp=&RechType=RECH_reference_pub&Submit=Search
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Result.do?T1=V5&T2=2012&T3=405&RechType=RECH_naturel&Submit=Search
http://www.opcw.org/news/article/european-union-continues-support-for-the-opcw/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32012D0166:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Result.do?aaaa=2012&mm=&jj=&type=&nnn=196&pppp=61&RechType=RECH_reference_pub&Submit=Search
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/1688361/en_low_nuclear_technology_2012.pdf
http://www.nonproliferation.eu/documents/nonproliferationpapers/larseriklundin4f797a687776f.pdf
http://www.petra.gov.jo/Public_News/Nws_NewsDetails.aspx?Site_Id=1&lang=2&NewsID=82850&CatID=13&Type=Home&GType=1#.UEbvMS-IHhI.twitter
http://www.eu-un.europa.eu/articles/en/article_12333_en.htm
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About CBRN CoE

The EU CBRN Risk Mitigation Centres of Excellence 

project (CBRN CoE), launched in 2010, is an initiative 

of the European Union (EU) with an EU contribution 

of 95 million euros. It is implemented jointly by the 

European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

and the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice 

Research Institute (UNICRI). 

This new initiative addresses the mitigation of and pre-

paredness against risks related to chemical, biological, 

radiological and nuclear (CBRN) materials or agents, 

either of an intentional, accidental or natural origin.

For more information visit CBRN CoE website at:

www.cbrn-coe.eu or send us an e-mail at: 

cbrn-coe@jrc.ec.europa.eu
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 10-12 October 2012. 4th Annual 

International Symposium on Bio-

security and Bio-safety: future trends 

and solutions, Milan, Italy

16-18 October 2012. XVth Interna-

tional CBRN Symposium, Defence 

Academy of the United Kingdom, 

Shrivenham

31 October 2012. 2nd Round Table 

Meeting of the CoE National Focal 

Points from the African Atlantic Fa-

çade region, Rabat, Morocco

13 November 2012. First Round Table 

Meeting of the CoE National Focal 

Points from the Eastern and Central 

Africa region, Nairobi, Kenya 

14-16 November 2012. Conference 

on Strategic Trade Controls Enforce-

ment, the World Customs Organisa-

tion HQs, Brussels, Belgium




